June 6, 2006

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
ask that all Members may have 5 legis-
lative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous materials on H.R. 5449, the mat-
ter just considered by the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

———

AMENDING HOUSE RESOLUTION
517, RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF
WELLINGTON TIMOTHY MARA

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that House Resolution
517 be amended as follows: in the first
Resolved clause, strike ‘61 years’ and
insert in lieu thereof ‘51 years’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF THE VIGIL FOR LOST
PROMISE DAY

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 422)
supporting the goals and ideals of the
Vigil for Lost Promise day.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 422

Whereas over 26,000 citizens die from the
effects of drug abuse each year;

Whereas the damage from drugs is not lim-
ited to drug abusers; the collateral damage
from drugs is enormous, and drug abuse
costs society over $60 billion in social costs
and lost productivity;

Whereas drugs rob users, their families,
and all Americans of dreams, promise, ambi-
tions, talent, and lives;

Whereas drug abuse affects millions of
families in the United States;

Whereas the stigma of drug abuse and the
cloak of denial keep many individuals and
families from dealing with the impact of
drugs;

Whereas many friends and families are
ashamed to acknowledge the death of their
loved ones caused by drug abuse;

Whereas all Americans can benefit from il-
luminating the problem of drug abuse and its
impact on families, communities, and soci-
ety;

Whereas the futures of thousands of the
Nation’s youth have been cut short because
of drug abuse; and

Whereas law enforcement, public health
and research organizations, community coa-
litions, drug prevention outreach organiza-
tions, individual parents, siblings, friends,
and concerned citizens are joining together
on June 8, 2006, in a Vigil for Lost Promise,
to call public attention to the tremendous
promise which has been lost with the deaths
of those affected by drugs: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress supports
the goals and ideals of the Vigil for Lost
Promise day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. IsSsA) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.
Con. Res. 422, offered by the distin-
guished gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ToM DAVIS), the committee chairman.
This resolution would support the
goals and ideals of the Vigil for Lost
Promise Day.

Mr. Speaker, drug use and abuse is a
national crisis that affects the health
of many of our citizens and affects all
our communities. Drugs affect people
from all walks of life, and addiction
does not discriminate. Millions of fami-
lies and friends have experienced the
loss of a loved one to drug use. Addic-
tion has many dimensions and disrupts
multiple aspects in an individual’s life.
Drugs rob users, their families and
their friends of dreams, promises and
their ambition, their talents and their
vitality.

This resolution honors those family
members and friends who feel the pain
and tragedy each day from the loss of
life to drugs. The Vigil for Lost Prom-
ise is a national event which brings to-
gether parents and friends who have
lost someone to drugs and for those
who are dedicated to the promise and
potential of our Nation’s youths.

The stigma attached to drug use
causes many friends and families to
feel ashamed to acknowledge the death
of their loved ones. However, this event
offers an opportunity for families to re-
member those and is dedicated to the
education of others on the importance
of keeping our youth drug free.

I ask that all Members join with me
in supporting H. Con. Res. 422 in the
hope that we can offer support to the
families and friends of those who have
lost loved ones to the perils of addic-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, many people view drug
abuse and addiction strictly as a social
problem. Parents, teens, older adults
and other members of the community
tend to characterize people who take
drugs as morally weak or as having
criminal tendencies. They believe that
drug abusers and addicts should be able
to stop taking drugs if they simply are
willing to change their behavior. These
myths have stereotyped those with
drug-related problems, their families,
their communities and the health care
professionals who work with them.
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Drug abuse and addiction comprise a
public health problem that affects
many people and has wide-ranging so-
cial consequences.

A Vigil for Lost Promise Day will
help replace the myths and long-held
mistaken beliefs about drug abuse and
addiction with scientific evidence that
addiction is a chronic, relapsing, and
treatable disease. Addiction does begin
when an individual makes a conscious
choice to abuse drugs, but addiction is
not just using a lot of drugs.

Recent scientific research provides
overwhelming evidence that drugs do
more than interfere with normal brain
functioning by creating powerful feel-
ings of pleasure. They also have long-
term effects on brain metabolism and
activity. Changes occur in the brain
that can turn drug abuse into drug ad-
diction, a chronic and relapsing illness.
Those who are addicted to drugs suffer
from compulsive drug cravings and
usage that they cannot quit alone.
Treatment is necessary to end the com-
pulsive behavior.

Drugs crush the hopes, dreams and
potential of drug users, and they shat-
ter the lives of the users’ families and
friends. I support Vigil for Lost Prom-
ise Day because it will draw attention
to the impact drugs have, not only on
users, but to their loved ones and the
community at large.

I look forward, Mr. Speaker, to the
day when our country will treat this
illness the way it should be treated and
that we will have available to individ-
uals treatment on demand, that is, in-
dividuals when they know that they
are ready and are willing to seek treat-
ment ought to have resources and
places to go.

So I commend the sponsors of this
legislation and urge its support.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, As an origi-
nal cosponsor of H. Con. Res. 422, | rise in
support of this important resolution expressing
the support of Congress for the goals and
ideals of the Vigil for Lost Promise Day.

More than 26,000 lives may be lost to the
effects of drug abuse this year. This tragic im-
pact is felt in communities across this great
nation. Sadly many of these deaths occur
among our young people.

One thing we know about drugs is that they
do not discriminate and they do not engage in
favoritism—not on the basis of race, color,
gender, class, geographic location, or age.
Drugs have the same impact on everyone who
succumbs to their influence.

Moreover, the pain felt by the tragic loss of
a loved one to drug overdose or to the deadly
effects of chronic drug abuse is universal. The
sense of loss, bewilderment, and often shame
are known to parents, children, spouses, loved
ones and friends of the victims of drug abuse
and addiction from all walks of life. These
emotions can be especially acute when the
victim is a young person who will never have
the opportunity to express his or her potential,
to live out the promise of a full and productive
life.

Envisioned by eight families who have per-
sonally suffered the loss of a loved one be-
cause of drugs, the Vigil for Lost Promise will
serve as a remembrance for those who are
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